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THE SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM

TODAY’S DATE: _________________ 
DATE OF BAPTISM:
_____________________

DATE OF APPOINTMENT:  ___________
OFFICIANT: 
 ____________________________
Complete and return to the pastor.
FULL NAME OF CHILD/YOUTH/ADULT: 
______________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH: 
________________ 
PLACE OF BIRTH: 
_________________________________________________________

PARENT’S FULL NAME (include maiden name):

___________________________________________________________________________

PARENT’S FULL NAME (include maiden name):

___________________________________________________________________________

CURRENT ADDRESS: 
_______________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: _____________________
E-MAIL:  
_____________________________

PLACE OF PARENT'S CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: 
________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

NAMES OF GODPARENTS (optional): 
___________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

ANTICIPATED GUESTS:  
____________________________________________________


Siblings: 
________________________________________________________________


Grandparents: 
___________________________________________________________


Friends/Family: 
__________________________________________________________


(updated September 2016)
The Sacrament of Baptism

The act of Baptism has always been a central, “sacred moment” for Christians for what it signifies and proclaims about us and God’s relationship with us. We encounter baptism many times in the New Testament:

~ Jesus was baptized at the beginning of his public ministry (Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1).

~ On the day of Pentecost, 3,000 new believers confessed their faith and were baptized (Acts 2:37-41).  
~ The promises of baptism are given to us and to our children  (Acts 2:38-39).

~ Entire family households were baptized (Acts 16:15, 16:33, 18:8).

Christian baptism is about claiming a promise and making promises in return.  First, in the symbols, words and actions of baptism we declare the promise of God’s love, mercy and acceptance. Baptism thus reminds us of the grace of God for every person, regardless of any status or merit we may wish to impose. 

In addition, we as the church family promise, in response, to live guided by God’s love as revealed in the life, teachings and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Thus baptism is also the sign of a person’s inclusion in the universal church, and a mark or seal of his or her identity as a follower of Christ. 

Through these promises received and given, we recognize a spiritual new birth; we accept God’s forgiveness; we recognize sacred obligations and our unity, our belonging to Christ with other Christians. 

When a child is baptized within a service of worship, parents publicly give witness to their faith and pledge to fulfill their roles as faithful Christians in providing Christian teaching and example to their children. When the child is old enough, usually a teenager, she or he will have the responsibility to complete the promises of baptism by professing his or her own faith in Christ through confirmation. 

Godparents may be chosen but are not required for children. If there are Godparents, they will promise to provide support and Christian nurture along with the parents, especially if the parents are unable to do so. Godparents stand with the parents at the baptism. Grandparents, older siblings, and extended family also have the responsibility to take seriously the child’s faith journey and learning, and those present at the service will be asked to pledge their support to the child and parents. 

Prior to baptism a pastor will meet with the family to answer questions and explain the meaning and process of baptism in the church. Baptism is an act of worship in which the whole congregation stands before God, claiming God’s gift of grace and pledging to provide Christian fellowship, prayers, and a spiritual home.  On the occasion of baptism, parents and Godparents should be in church at least fifteen minutes before the beginning of the service, and will be called forward to the baptism font by the minister at the appropriate moment in the service.  

Parents who are not church members are invited to seriously consider joining the church. In this way they express their own commitment to live and grow as Christians, and give their children the full support and example of their own faith commitment.  Baptism is not a one-time “magic” act, but is only meaningful when we intentionally put the teachings and commands of Christ into our daily lives. 

Homer Congregational Church provides nursery care enabling parents to attend worship regularly. Children are also invited to participate in Sunday School, children’s music ministries, and youth groups. We also provide opportunities for adults to learn, worship, and generally join in. Being a congregational church means that it is the participation, enthusiasm, and commitment of members that make the church vital. Speak with the pastor or Director of Christian Education for more information.

Baptism marks the beginning of growing awareness of God’s love, grace, and call to each of us. It is the start of a life-long relationship with Christ, in which we seek to discover the possibilities for Christ’s joy and peace.  
