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On April 6, 2014, the 
members of Homer 

Congregational Church voted 
to become an Open and 

Affirming Church of the United 
Church of Christ. Open and 

Affirming (ONA) is the United 
Church of Christ’s (UCC) 

designation for congregations, 
campus ministries, and other 

bodies in the UCC which 
make a public covenant of 

welcome into their full life and 
ministry to persons of all 

sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender 

expressions. Churches also 
commit to welcoming people 

of all descriptions. 
 
 

Board of Trustees 

Jim McKenna, chair 
Paula Harrington, vice chair 
Bonnie Haaland, secretary 

David Barnes 
Lee Dennis 

Chuck Feiszli 
Andrea Herzog 
Russ Pedersen 

 

Board of Deacons 

Bill Masterson, chair 
Gary Harrington, vice chair 
Kathy McKenna, secretary 

Tracy Bertram 
Joanne Cincotta 

Evan Faulkenberry 
Darci Gumaer 

Doris Hoffmann 
Terry Pedersen 
Bonnie Smith 

Jim Ulrich 
Anne Wingard 

 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: 

Rev. Vicki Burtson 
 

Associate Pastor: 

Rev. Gary Smith 
 

Office Administrator: 
Anne Wingard 

 

Sexton: 
Gary Harrington 

 

Financial Secretary: 
Bev Berry 

 

Treasurer: 
Andrea Herzog 

 

 
 
From your senior pastor’s mind and heart…  
 

Grace and peace to you, dear family and friends of Homer 
Congregational United Church of Christ. 

 
I confess to being like a wide-eyed child these last two weeks.  We 

bought a Rest Cloud enclosure to raise monarchs. The first Sunday, the 
children and I witnessed one caterpillar eating its way through life. 
Yesterday in church, while one caterpillar continued its growth, two others 
had moved to the chrysalis stage. By the time you are reading this, we 
should have at least one monarch ready to stretch its wings. 

 
Summer saw a lot of activity at church and on our Green. VBS, 

Holiday in Homer, the Route 90 Sale, two Community meals, Sunday 
worship and most recently the P.R.E.P. event. We report on these events 
within this newsletter. 

 
Like the chrysalises, this week we are resting. We are catching our 

breath. We are waiting a week or two until Labor Day is past. And then… 
 
And then we will spread our wings and welcome the next stages of 

Faith Formation, worship and small group activities. This fall, we will 
celebrate baptisms and welcome new members. We will explore new 
possibilities in mission. We will intentionally grow deeper in our 
relationships, including our spiritual connections with The Holy. One group 
will tend Mind, Body, Spirit. New parents may gather for intentional 
connection. We will enter into discussions about What Mystics Know and 
about what the Bible means in our day. 

 
For some, this chrysalis-resting-becoming-stage will last a week or 

two.  For others of this faith community, the chrysalis-stage (a stage of 
being away) has lasted for months or even years. May God lead each of us to 
new experiences; including the chance to reclaim Homer Congregational 
Church as your own. 

 
When those monarchs are released, they will encounter flowers to 

savor and breezes upon which to float. Come and stretch your wings with 
us. See what God has in store for you. 

 
 

In hope! 

Pastor Vicki 

 

 

 

 

Worship Service begins at 10:30 am starting September 9 
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From your associate pastor for Faith Formation… 

 Summer. It comes and goes so fast in upstate New York! And yet this summer 
had many truly exquisite moments in Faith Formation. Through Vacation Bible 
School, children and adults discovered God is Everywhere! We found God in the 
many varieties of birds at Lime Hollow. And we even made houses for the ones who 
come by our own homes. We looked into the gentle eyes of calves and cows at EZ-
Acres Farm, and saw the loving eye of God gazing back at us. And we learned about 

the importance of being good stewards of God’s Creation. We listened for God on a meditative hike at 
Fillmore Glen. And we sang songs and “danced” with one another because we know God is within each 
one of us too! 
 On the Smith Family vacation, we continued to find God everywhere! Amongst the wild horses 
and bottle-nosed dolphins in Chincoteague, VA. Within the beauty of Longwood Gardens in 
Pennsylvania. And as we gazed at the space shuttle Enterprise, and marveled at the knowledge and 
ingenuity God gifts us with! 
 Of course, God’s relationship with us is not a one-way street. It’s not just about finding God 
everywhere. It’s also about responding to this Loving God whom we see in all created things. That is 
why Faith Formation this year will have a theme—Who Is God Calling You to Be? It’s a vital question 
to be asking ourselves; particularly at this moment in American history. Who is God calling you to be? 
How we answer that question shapes not only our own spiritual journey, but that of all those around 
us; especially our young people. 
 As we enter into fall, I, along with Pastor Vicki, invite you to participate in some aspect of this 
year’s Faith Formation learning opportunities. So take a moment to read through this newsletter to 
see what they are. And as you do, don’t forget that YOU have something to LEARN and to OFFER one 
or more of these small groups. May God’s grace and peace be with you! 
 
  Pastor Gary (Please feel free to call me with questions or comments, 607-423-6456.) 
 
 

The Children’s Faith Formation program meets on Sundays from 9:30 to 
10:15 a.m. in our Jones Hall classrooms. We will have three classrooms this 
year staffed with a teacher and aide—Pre-K to 2nd grade, 3rd and 4th grades, 
and 5th to 8th grades. Classes for the fall and early winter will take place 
from September 9 to December 9 (except there will be no classes on 
Thanksgiving Weekend). This year we will be using a lectionary-based 
curriculum called “Feasting on the Word.” That means all children no 
matter what their grade level will learn about the same Bible passages (most 

of which will be used that day within our Worship Service). The class content is age-based, so the 
lessons will be different, however I will be sending home each week a short discussion question 
page to help parents with at-home conversations during the week. As in the past, our Nursery will 
be available from 9 a.m. to noon every Sunday throughout the year, and is staffed by a Child Care 
Coordinator and a volunteer. If you have not yet registered your children for Faith Formation, or if 
you know a family with children, you will find a Faith Formation registration form on our church 
website (www.homercc.com) under the Faith Formation tab at the top of the page. 
 

 

Anyone in 6th to 12th grade is invited to participate in Youth Group (and you can 
even bring a friend) because no matter who you are or where you are on the 
journey, you are welcome in our Youth Group! In September, Youth Group will 
meet on Sunday evenings on the 9th (at Homer Cong) and 23rd (at Preble Cong) 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. We’ll have food, faith, and fun each time we gather; plus 
additional outings will be planned. Don’t miss out! 

 

http://www.homercc.com/
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  TRUSTEE’S CORNER 
Members of the Board of Trustees met for their usual monthly meeting on 

July 17th. The Trustees managed the usual committee reports and board 
activities, and are moving ahead on property issues, activities on the Green, 
and a donation policy. The budget remains slightly in the black. Your 

continued support of our fundraising efforts is appreciated. Our lease 
agreement with the village for the property that the White Church sits on is 

complete and the village will now take ownership and begin their work on it. Plans for a variety of 
church and Manse repairs are being made, including repair of the roof and chimney of Jones Hall 
and some of the stairs in Jones Hall. We are also working on further upgrades to our computer 
system. Summer is waning, but the beauty of the natural world is all around. Continue to be alert 
for “God Sightings”, like those we saw during VBS; let the spirit in. Jesus is with us and guides us 
all to help the church and our community flourish.  Thanks for all of your support and enthusiasm. 
Contact me or any of the Trustees, if you have questions about our activities or needs. 

  Peace be with you!        Jim McKenna, Chair  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the DEACON BENCH 

                                            
The Deacons once again, welcomed visitors to our church 
during Holiday in Homer on July 21st.  As visitors entered from 
the Green they were greeted warmly and offered information, 
water, a pen, or a key chain.  We would like to thank Paula & 
Gary Harrington for their tremendous efforts in leading and 
preparing for this annual event. 
 
A few of the Deacons are leading an effort to re-imagine the “Global Connectors”.  The group was 
formed years ago to manage requests for mission activities using funds from a bequest from the 
Dorothy Jane Andrews estate.  Global Connectors has not been very active the past few years and 
the Deacons have decided that a more pro-active approach would be beneficial in honoring 
Dorothy Jane’s wishes.  The committee will focus on mission projects that will engage the 
congregation and lead to possible mission trips in the future. 
 
The updated total for the envelope fundraiser led by members of the Stephen Ministry team is 
$4,922.00. Thank you to all who participated. 
 
  Blessings,     Bill Masterson for the Board of Deacons 
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New Opportunities for September: 

 
TWO CHOICES for Sunday Morning Adult Faith Formation (from 9:30 – 10:10) 

1. Similar to last year, adults can opt for a book discussion offered by one of the leaders in 
our congregation. When we do not have a book going, our discussions will be rooted in 
the lectionary themes of the day. Pastor Vicki will share the leadership of this group with 
others from our congregation.  SPECIAL NOTE: During December, we look forward to 
welcoming the Rev. Quinn Caldwell to lead discussions based on his book All I Really 
Want. 
 

2. Mind, Body, Spirit ~ this is something completely new, and geared toward the use of 
media. Take a walk during the week and listen to Oprah’s SuperSoul Conversation 
podcast. Beginning on September 16, come to church prepared to discuss the suggested 
podcast.  Carol Costell Corbin will lead discussions for the first series (4 weeks; 4 
podcasts).  Watch for a bulletin insert with specific information.  

 
Disciple I Study: 

Pastor Vicki will lead this 24-week study of the Bible.  12 weeks on each Testament (old and 
new).  Meeting time TBA by all participants. 

 
Disciple II Study: 

If you have taken Disciple I, then sign up for a deeper dive into Genesis/Exodus and 
Luke/Acts.  Pastor Gary will lead the group discussions.  Meeting time TBA. 

 
Thursday Scripture Discussion: 

Share lunch, as well as your thoughts about the Lectionary readings for the upcoming 
Sunday.  Join Clay, Gail & Sue Benedict and Leslie Wright in the Board Room from 
11:30 – 1. All are welcome. 

 
 
 

    What the Mystics Know 
 “When you are transformed, others will be transformed through you." 

(from What the Mystics Know by Richard Rohr) 
 
Want to deepen your spiritual journey? How about transform your life so you 
can transform the lives of others? Join Pastor Gary for an informal, weekly, 
dessert and coffee/tea gathering beginning on Wednesday, September 12 from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Three Lil’ Birds Cakery, 23 N. Main Street in Homer. To 
kickoff this group, we will explore Richard Rohr’s book, What the Mystics 
Know, which incorporates illuminating insights from the greatest mystics in 
history with reflections from the Christian and Jewish scriptures. Come and 
transform your deeper self into a beacon of light for others! 

 

 

There ae still openings in the Homer Nursery School! 
If you know someone looking for Tuesday – Thursday morning nursery school, 

call Lisa Clark at 607.749.6753 
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Holiday in Homer 2018      
   
So much to be thankful for!!! What a wonderful day filled with sunshine, 
great music, amazing food, and most of all the green was filled with so 
many people!!  
 
First, thank you to all of our sponsors, Yaman Real Estate, CCC 
Construction, Economy Paving, and Cortland Self Storage. Through their 
partnerships we are able to offer such great entertainment. Thank you 
for all you do to bring the community together. Thank you to all the 
businesses that purchased ads ... Please thank them for their support 
when you patronize their business. This is a big part of show. Let them know we appreciate them!  
 
Thank you to the following volunteers who helped bring the show to life: 

 Jim & Sharon Wainman, Clay Benedict, Susie Urban and Noah Kilmer for 
helping paint the green. 

 to Clay and his crew in charge of parking.  

 Kevin Cappy for hooking up all electricity and being so supportive 

 Thank you to Shirley Osterhoudt and Kathy McKenna for organizing all volunteers for 
the kitchen and meal service.  From making that famous macaroni salad, to cutting 
brownies - thank you all that helped prepare and serve!! Thank you to Barbara & Peter 
Wright for clean-up of the kitchen and preparing all leftovers for sale.   

 Thank you to Belinda Burtson and Bonnie Haaland for helping with vendor lunches 
and Gary Harrington for the time and secrets to making amazing BBQ!!  

 Thank you to Anne Wingard for leading the ice cream tent and all the volunteers that 
scooped and made strawberry shortcake, it was a great success again. Anne thank you for 
all the little things you did to make the month of July run so smoothly!!!  

 Thank you to Doris Hofmann, Bev Berry, Terri Dennis, and Jan Bertram for 
coming early and checking in all the vendors. To all the hospitality and warmth from all the 
volunteers in the Gazebo, welcoming all to our beautiful green.  

 Thank you to Jan Jeffers and Linda Pearson for a beautiful quilt show - they just do 
such a wonderful job. Also to everyone who helped set up and take down the display. 

 I would like to thank Olivia Harrington, Matt Pelowski, Ali & Rachel Osterhout, 
Julia, Jackson, and Jed Brazo. I truly do not know what we would do without them. On 
top of setting things up (and remember how HOT it was?), they helped serve & deliver 
lunches and tear down the entire show. They are amazing young people and we are so 
grateful. 

 And where would I be without our guiding light, Pastor Vicki!! Thank you for your 
presence, your willingness to step in where needed, your sympathetic ear, and your 
calmness throughout the process.  Blessings!!! 

 
Holiday in Homer may be a "fundraiser" but it is really a mission; one that truly gives as well as it 
receives. To walk around and see so many faces and families enjoying just a perfect day... It is a 
great day for the entire community.  
 
Once the financial numbers are finalized, I will share with the congregation, but until then…mark 
your calendars for next year: Holiday in Homer on July 20, 2019!!!!  
 
Paula Harrington      [EDITORS NOTE:  WE LOVE YOU, PAULA!  Thank YOU!] 
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FROM OUR OUTREACH TEAM 

 
The Outreach Team has been busy this summer.  We coordinated 2 free 
community meals to coincide with concerts on the Green.  Concert-
goers enjoyed grilled hot dogs, chips and a beverage.  With our new 
church banner on display, it was a wonderful opportunity to show our 
church providing food for hungry bellies and putting smiles on peoples’ 
faces with their gratitude. Our 3rd Annual PREP event was held on 

August 25th, with many people providing assistance. It was a HUGE success. Thanks to the 
generosity of community organizations and this congregation, we provided sneakers, socks, 
underwear, soap and shampoo to at least 145 young people. A heartfelt thank you to our church 
family who provided so many donations that helped to make this day happen!  We were humbled 
and delighted to serve so many children and families as they prepare to go back to school.    
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Join us for our annual All Church Picnic at Durkee Park on Saturday, September 8 from 3 – 
7 p.m.  As we picnic, we will also celebrate the many ways our children learned that “God Is 
Everywhere!” during this past summer’s Vacation Bible School. We will show pictures from their 
summer adventures, display various crafts the children made, and also participate in fun activities 
and games. PLUS…we will enjoy some great food (and hand-churned ice cream). Since all the food 
will be provided, all you need to do is bring a lawn chair (if you wish), and come ready to have 
some good, old-fashioned fun with your faith family! Please note that we highly encourage the 
parents of our VBS participants to join their children for this great outing!!! 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Come and join the church choir! 
We have saved a seat just for you. 
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 5. 
We begin at 7 and are finished by 8. 
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Worship in September 
Darci Gumaer and Tracy Bertram are the Deacons of the Month. 

Russ Pedersen is our Trustee Verifier. 

 

Sunday, September 2                 Communion Sunday 
 Scripture: Mark 7:24-37    Sermon:  Be Open! 
 Special Music by Steve Jones and Joe Ford. 

As we celebrate communion, we will be assisted by Deacons Tracy Bertram, Gary 
Harrington, Bonnie Smith, and Jim Ulrich.  

 Ushers & Greeters ~ Three Generations of Bertrams 
Nursery ~ Ingrid Fox    Coffee Hour ~ Anne Wingard & Bev Berry 
Flowers – provided by Don & Jenn VanSlyke 

  

Sunday, September 9  WORSHIP IS BACK TO 10:30 AM           Rally Day 
Scripture: James 2:14-22    Sermon: Faith + Action =  
Ushers & Greeters ~   
Nursery ~ Lori Schmidt    Coffee Hour ~ Faith Formation Morning 

 

Sunday, September 16   
 Scripture: James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38  Sermon: It Only Takes a Spark 
 Ushers & Greeters ~    
 Nursery ~ Sherri Masterson   Coffee Hour ~ Barb & Peter Wright  

Flowers ~ Rachel Rood 
 

Sunday, September 23            Celebration of Baptism 
 Scripture: Mark 9:30-37    Sermon: Hugging God  
 Ushers & Greeters ~  
 Nursery ~ Jenelle Pedersen   Coffee Hour ~ Sherri Masterson 

  

Sunday, September 30 
 Scripture: Mark 9:38-50    Sermon: What Makes You Blush?  
 Ushers & Greeters ~  
 Nursery ~ Cindy Stout             Coffee Hour ~ Lori Schmidt/Kathleen Dentes 
 

Special Worship Series: 
The best means of worshipping God is to use all one’s senses. Every Sunday, we seek to offer 
experiences that engage our ears, our minds, our hearts and our souls. Understanding the myriad 
ways of encountering the Holy; however, has led us to design a special Thursday evening 
experience – one per month – that will offer something different than Sunday morning worship. 
There will be more silence. Sometimes there may be targeted groups, though all will always be 
welcome. These services will last 30-45 minutes.  
 September 27 Pastor Gary will lead this service, yet to be planned. 
 October  A Contemplative Prayer Service.  Date TBA 
 November 1  All Saints Service especially for families who have suffered the grief 
    of miscarriage.  Pastor Vicki and Bonnie Smith will lead the service. 
 December 13  A Blue Christmas Service –  acknowledging that the holiday may not  
    be joy-filled for every person. 
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     Birthdays 
 
 2 Joanne Cincotta 

 8 Doris Hoffman 

 9 Marleah Dentes 

10 Lee Benson 

15 Heather Benedict 

20 Harley DeShane 

23 Scott Lawrence 

24 Luke Pedersen, Kurt Schmidt 

26 Les Wainman 

28 Jan Jeffers 

 
      We’re sorry if we missed your birthday.  It’s because it is not in our computer membership files.   

      Please contact the office and we’ll update our records. 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Treasurer: 
 

 Operating Revenues at 7/31/18 - 
$134, 977 55.4% of budget 
(budget overage due to use of capital 

reserve not originally budgeted)  
 

 Operating Expenses at 7/31/18 - 
$134,524, 55.2.% of budget 

Email Contacts: 
Office: office@homercc.org 
Senior Pastor: pastor@homercc.org 
Associate Pastor:  associatepastor@homercc.org 
Financial Secretary: finsect@homercc.org 
Treasurer: treasurer@homercc.org 
 
 
Find us online! 
HCC website - homercc.com 
Digital calendar - homercc.com/calendar 
Follow Homer Congregational Church on 
Facebook! 
To receive our mid-week email, Weekday Words, 
please email the office: office@homercc.org 
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