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On April 6, 2014, the 
members of Homer 

Congregational Church voted 
to become an Open and 

Affirming Church of the United 
Church of Christ. Open and 

Affirming (ONA) is the United 
Church of Christ’s (UCC) 

designation for congregations, 
campus ministries, and other 

bodies in the UCC which 
make a public covenant of 

welcome into their full life and 
ministry to persons of all 

sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender 

expressions. Churches also 
commit to welcoming people 

of all descriptions. 
 
 

Board of Trustees 

Jim McKenna, chair 
Paula Harrington, vice chair 
Bonnie Haaland, secretary 

David Barnes 
Lee Dennis 

Chuck Feiszli 
Andrea Herzog 
Russ Pedersen 

 
Board of Deacons 

Bill Masterson, chair 
Gary Harrington, vice chair 
Kathy McKenna, secretary 

Tracy Bertram 
Joanne Cincotta 
Darci Gumaer 

Doris Hoffmann 
Terry Pedersen 
Bonnie Smith 

Jim Ulrich 
Anne Wingard 

 
Church Staff 
Senior Pastor: 

Rev. Vicki Burtson 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rev. Gary Smith 

 
Sexton: 

Gary Harrington 
 

Financial Secretary: 
Bev Berry 

 
Treasurer: 

Andrea Herzog 
 

Church Administrator: 
Anne Wingard 

 

 
 
From your senior pastor’s mind and heart…  
  

Grace and peace to you, dear family and friends of Homer Congregational 

United Church of Christ.  

 

This month I write with a strong sense of love and respect for the people of 

our congregation.  I am also deeply troubled by the thoughts of those who may be 

on the “outside” of institutions of faith, looking in.  Let me be clear…NO ONE is 

outside the circle of love and care and hospitality of our church.  But have you seen 

the array of people who expressed that the “thoughts and prayers” of people of faith 

are woefully inadequate after yet another school shooting?  People of faith are 

being questioned.  Will we offer thoughts and prayers, or will we DO something in 

the face of such horror?  When I was in school, the most serious drill I ever 

experienced was a fire drill.  During a recent Disciple Bible Study class, while 

talking about the gospel according to Matthew, we started talking about school 

children who are undergoing active shooter drills. Our 2nd graders are aware that 

there are lots of windows in their classroom…and they need to stay very low so 

that a “bad person” will not be able to see them.  OUR SECOND GRADERS! 

 

Some time ago, our congregation had enough courage to write on our wall 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

And we mean it.  Republican, Democrat, Independent – you are welcome here.  

MSNBC or Fox News or NPR?  You are welcome here.  If you have guns for 

hunting or sport or if you will not allow a gun in your house – you are welcome 

here.  So that’s good.  We are all welcome.  Here’s my point: I believe that this 

time in our culture requires people of faith to teach the community how to enter 

into respectful, serious conversations about violence in our schools.  Our data and 

our conversations must be balanced.  Our well-meaning prayers are no longer 

enough, but how can a family of faith-filled people find a solution to such an 

emotionally-charged issue?     

 

Homer Congregational Church has grappled with difficult topics before. As 

in any church, we have diverse perspectives. I believe we can model how to talk 

together with respect. Call me foolish, but I trust that God will lead us.  Now is the 

time, friends.  For the sake of our children we have to find a way through this time 

in our culture when more and more are relying on the “power” of violence instead 

of Jesus’ radical way of love and forgiveness.  

 

Can we trust one another enough to start the conversation?  Will you join 

me?  Will you share your thoughts with me and with others in our congregation? I 

imagine that we will start “in house” before we engage the wider community. We 

will not all agree, but we have to start talking if any solution is to be found.  The 

people watching and waiting are right. Our thoughts and prayers are NOT enough.  

 

With respect for each one who reads my words, 

Pastor Vicki 
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SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
In March … 
Senior Fellowship - Tuesday, March 13, 2-4 p.m. 

After last month’s presenter, the Senior Fellowship discussed new topics 

and activities for this wonderful monthly gathering! In addition to the 

tradition of top-notched speakers, ideas included Wii Bowling, movies 

with discussion, and occasional intergenerational activities to name a few! So in March, we will show the 

movie, The Straight Story, based on a true story about a brother seeking reconciliation. We will have 

popcorn and sweets. We hope you will join us! PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Gary would love to have a small 

committee that meets quarterly to plan for Senior Fellowship. You don’t need to be a senior to help plan! 

Just bring your ideas! If interested, see Pastor Gary after worship! 

 

 
 
HOMER NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE 
We are now accepting applications for the fall of 2018.  If anyone is 

interested or for more information, please contact Lisa Clark at 607 

749 6753. This is a busy but enjoyable month for nursery school. We 

are working on our artwork fundraiser using the students' handprints 

and footprints to make the artwork. Our photographer is coming to 

take class photos as well as individual ones of the students and lastly, we will be celebrating Easter with an 

egg hunt.  

Happy Easter! 
Lisa Clark, Director of HNS 

 
 

Faith Formation News… 
Children’s Faith Formation 
Both Pre-K to 4th grade and 5th to 8th grade classes are meeting on Sunday’s from 9:30-

10:15 a.m. All children in these grades are welcome, and invited to bring a friend if they 

would like! In March, the younger children will learn about: Trusting in Jesus (Matthew 

14:22-33), Friends Helping Friends (Mark 2:1-12), God in 1st Place (Mark 10:17-27). 

The older children will discuss Believing in God in a Challenging World (Genesis 37 & 

39), Self-Talk (1 Timothy 4:12-16a), You’ve Got a Lot to Give (Genesis 30:1-21), and 

Being More Alike Than Different (2 Samuel 9:1-13). All children will learn how to make palm crosses on 

Palm Sunday! 

 

Youth Group…Youth Group…YOUTH GROUP!!! 
By the time you read this, our first Youth Group session will be in the bag! BUT THAT DOES NOT 

MEAN YOU ARE TOO LATE!!! Our Youth Group is a joint effort between Homer and Preble 

Congregational churches, and it is for youth in grades 5 to 10. It meets twice per month (so the next time we 

gather is March 18 from 6 to 7:30 p.m.), and will give youth an opportunity to have fun, explore their faith, 

participate in service to others, and engage in some fun-fundraising. Just as our church believes that “no 

matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here” so does our Youth Group! We 

want to create safe, open, sacred, and enjoyable space for youth to express and learn more about themselves. 

And as always, youth may feel free to bring a friend! Questions, please call me at (607) 423-6456. 

 

Pastor Gary 
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THE TRUSTEES CORNER 
 

Members of the Board of Trustees met for their usual monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, February 20th. The Trustees managed the usual committee reports and board activities, and spent 

considerable time discussion property issues, including the Village’s interest in the white church and sale of 

the Perfetti house. We are gathering our lease documents and making some revisions. Andrea and Jim 

attended a Zoning Board meeting. We have had good conversations with the village government folks and 

there will be more discussions about these and other issues. We are developing a strategy for new 

fundraising options and will work with the Board of Deacons and Church Council to implement a program. 

A variety of church repairs have been accomplished, including replacement of the handicap access door to 

Jones Hall, thanks to Don Richards and CCC construction. 

We are well in the Lenten season. In this time of retrospection, we have heard a number of moving 

sermons from Pastor Vicki. There are clearly serious problems in our world and we will work with Pastor 

Vicki and everyone in the church to thoughtfully and considerately do what we can to address these 

problems in the way that works best for our church. God continues to be with us and to guide us all to help 

the church and our community flourish.   

 

Peace be with you! 

Jim McKenna, Chair 

 

 
 
CEM UPDATE 
 

Update: Christian Education Ministry (CEM) discussed the name of our committee in 
light of our church’s new focus of faith formation for all ages.  The committee 

endorsed the new name of Faith Formation Ministry (FFM).  You’ll see the new name and 
abbreviation in the newsletter and future bulletins.   
 
Chili Cook-off, Bingo, and Silent Auction   
Saturday, March 24, 5:30 – 7 pm    
$5/person or $20/family  
Join Faith Formation Ministry (FFM) and help raise some FUNds…emphasis on FUN!  We will be eating 
chili and playing old-fashioned bingo.  FFM will provide the chili toppings, desserts and drinks.   
 
How can you participate?  

 Cook a pot of chili and enter into the cook-off (win bragging rights for the year!)  
 Come, eat, play! Invite your friends.   
 Donate an item for a bingo prize or a silent auction item.   

o If you have traditionally donated items to the Time and Talent Auction, this is your 
opportunity to donate those same items.  Think small items for bingo prizes (small 
packages of homemade cookies, small crafts, etc.).  Gift certificates of time (such as a 
delivered, home-cooked meal, help cleaning out a garage, etc.) or larger items will be 
part of the silent auction.     

 
Hope you can join us! Thanks in advance for your donations and support of FFM!   
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Save Your Spring Projects! 
Faith Formation 

 is putting Faith into Action 
 in late April 

NEWS FROM OUR OUTREACH TEAM: 

Free Community Meals -  

The Outreach Team is in the midst of planning free Community Meals for 2018, as a way of 

reaching out to those in our own community.  Our first meal was a partnership with CEM for 

the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper held on Feb. 13th.  We invited and welcomed local 

Homer schools’ students and their families, our own nursery school students and families, 

who joined our church family for the evening. 

 

Easter Outreach - 

The Outreach Team is planning to do another postcard outreach for our church's Easter Services (similar to 

Christmas Eve services invitation).  These postcards will be mailed through the post office to the Homer 

community.   

 

Hopeprint, Inc. 

Many of us attended our first Community Conversation last October when the Executive Director from 

Hopeprint, Inc., Nicole Watts joined us.  Hopeprint is an organization whose mission is to empower 

resettled refugees to thrive through practicing hospitality, personalized mentorship, and community 

collaboration.  Located in Syracuse, Hopeprint could be a mission our church decides to support.  A couple 

of options for involvement are: adopt/sponsor a family or a group of people that live in the same house for 

an ongoing mentorship; do a one-time project where a group of people from our church would assist for a 

day.  Does this project/mission interest you?  Would you like to be involved in this outreach?  Talk to 

Bonnie Smith, Kathy Alvord or Cindy Stout if you think our church should partner with Hopeprint. 

 

PREP Event - look for more information to come about our 3rd Annual PREP event. 

 

And take note: These are not Outreach Team projects, these are HCC projects, so do join us for any one of 

them! The Outreach Team welcomes anyone to join the group for their scheduled meetings, the 4th Sunday 

of every month after worship service/coffee hour.   

 

 
 

News from the Cortland County Council of Churches: 
 SUNY Cortland Cupboard, the campus food pantry, is up and running! Hours are Monday 

through Friday, 12 -1pm, and Thursdays from 3-4pm at the Cortland Interfaith Center. If you 
know a SUNY Cortland student in need, please tell them about the Cupboard! 

 New initiative - Queer Church: a worship service held twice a month where folks who identify 
as LGBTQ+ connect with their spirituality in a designated safe space. Queer Church meets at 
the Interfaith Center at 5pm on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. ALL are welcome to join 
us. 

 Golf Tournament will be on THURSDAY July 26th at Elm Tree.  
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Worship in March            Jim Ulrich is worship leader for March.  

                   Lee Dennis is the Trustee Verifier.   

Sunday, March 4   

 Scripture:   John 2:13-22   Sermon: I Get It Now!  

 Both Pastor Gary and Pastor Vicki will preside for Communion.  Deacons Gary Harrington, Tracy 

Bertram, Bonnie Smith and Jim Ulrich will assist with the service.   
Ushers & Greeters –   Jean Cadwallader, Jan Jeffers, Cindy Stout, Sharon Wainman 
Nursery – Darci Gumaer  Coffee Hour – Kathy Alvord, Dorothy & Bill Hopkins 

  

Sunday, March 11 

 Scripture:   John 3:14-21             Sermon: Loving the Junk Room at Night  

 We will receive the special offering for the UCC called “One Great Hour of Sharing”.   
Ushers & Greeters – Gary & Paula Harrington; Doris & Pete Hoffmann, 
Nursery – Kathy or Jim McKenna Coffee Hour – HCC Choir   
Flowers – Joanne Cincotta – in memory of her Mom, Theresa Gay. 

 

Sunday, March 18 

 Lectionary:  John 12:20-33   Sermon: The Promise of Death 

 Our Bell Choir will provide special music for our service.   
Ushers & Greeters – Bert & Jan Bertram; Bill & Sherri Masterson 
Nursery – Jenelle Pedersen  Coffee Hour – Andrea Herzog  
Flowers – Terre & Lee Dennis – in memory and celebration of their Dads’ birthdays. 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25     

 Scripture:  Mark 11:1-11  

 Amid our palms branches and our Hosannas, Pastor Gary will proclaim the good news of Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem. 
 Ushers & Greeters – Carol Costell Corbin & Anelia; Alex & Evan Faulkenbury & Clara 

Nursery – Anne Wingard Coffee Hour – Jen & Don VanSlyke 

  

Special Opportunities for Lent 
Do not be afraid, I am with you. 

It is never easy to look within and to fess up to God.  Still, each year during Lent we have the chance to 

contemplate our own lives and to take stock.  The prophet Isaiah shared a message with ancient people that 

is still relevant.  God assures us that we are not alone.  “Do not be afraid,” says God, “for I am with you.”  

As we approach this holy season, take my hand and let’s do this together.  God is with us and we will be 

with each other. 

 

Mondays during Lent 

 Everyone in High School is invited to come for breakfast and devotions at the manse.  We begin at 7 

am and we’ll be done by 7:30. If school is delayed, we will not meet. 

Wednesdays during Lent 
 Join Pastor Vicki and Belinda for early breakfast and communion at the manse.  We gather each 

Wednesday from 7am – 7:30 am.  If school is delayed we will NOT meet. 

 

Thursday, March 29 A Living Picture of the Last Supper – offered by men from of our church 
 Holy Thursday at 7pm, our worship will include a living picture of Leonardo da Vinci’s famous 
painting of the last supper.  Join us for this opportunity to hear the thoughts of each disciple as they 
pondered Jesus’ statement that one of them would betray him.  Then as now, we ask, “Is it I, Lord?”  
There will be special music throughout this special presentation.  You are NOT going to want to miss 
this special evening! 
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MARCH 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Isabel Coon 

  5 Phyllis Adams, Carl Applegate, 

 Anne Wingard 

10 Kelly McKenna 

11 Terre Dennis 

13 Stanley Nilsson 

14 Danielle Lansdowne 

16 Adam Feiszli 

18 Janice Bacon, Patricia Signor 

21 Kelly Settineri, Carrie Gumaer 

22 James McKenna 

23 Hannah Agate, Johannes 

 Helgren 

25 Douglas Adams, Pat Buchholz 

27 Gail Benedict 

29 Stephen Hoffmann,  

 David   Hoffmann 

31 Mary Lansdowne 
 

We’re sorry if we missed your birthday.  

It’s because it is not in our computer 

membership files.  Please contact the 

office and we’ll update our records. 

Email Contacts: 
Office: office@homercc.org 
Pastor: pastor@homercc.org 
Associate Pastor:  associatepastor@homercc.org 
Financial Secretary: finsect@homercc.org 
Treasurer: treasurer@homercc.org 
 

Find us online! 
HCC website - homercc.com 
Digital calendar - homercc.com/calendar 
Follow Homer Congregational Church on Facebook! 
To receive our mid-week email, Weekday Words, 
please email the office: office@homercc.org 

From the Treasurer: 
 

 Operating Revenues at 1/31/18 - 
$22,158, 9.1% of budget (budget 
overage due to use of capital reserve 

not originally budgeted)  
 

 Operating Expenses at 1/31/18 - 
$17,761, 7.3.% of budget 

Special thanks to artist, 
Kathleen McKenna of Kpodia, 
who dried and sculpted the set 
of gourd-candleholders for our 
Lenten Journey.  Your creativity 
is a wonderful gift and we are 
grateful. More items from 
Kpodia are available at Cinch 
gift shop in Cortland. 
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