
 



Worship Service 

Participants 
 

 

Ushers and Greeters 

 

Worship Leader 

Karen Dudgeon 
 

Liturgists 

Anne Barnes 

Dave Barnes 

Rachel Ditch 

Abby Elkins 

Becky Jones 

Jim McKenna 

Eugene Wright 
 

Flowers 

Poinsettia Orders 
 

 

Nursery Volunteer 

No nursery tonight 

 

Attendance 

December 18: 58 

 

 

Our giving 12/18/16: 

 

Operations - $2,212.50 

Missions - $392.50 

 

 

Our giving 12/11/16: 

 

Operations - $1,050.50 

Missions - $105.00 

Life in the Parish 

Week of December 25 
 

 

SUNDAY – December 25 

10:30 am – Worship 

Merry Christmas 

 

MONDAY – December 26 

Office Closed until Jan. 3 

7:30 pm – Al-Anon meets 

 

TUESDAY – December 27 

Office closed 

2:00 pm – Bridge Group 

7:00 pm – Homer Brass rehearsal 

 

WEDNESDAY – December 28 

Office closed 

7:00 pm – NO Choir rehearsal 

 

THURSDAY – December 29 

Office closed 

11:30 am –  Bible Study 

 

FRIDAY – December 30 

Office closed 

 

SUNDAY – January 1 

10:30 am – Worship 

Holy Communion 

11:30 am – Striking of the Greens 

2:00 pm – Brewster House  

 

 



Service of Lessons, Carols and Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2016 7:30 PM 

FOR QUIET MEDITATION 

O God, come into this holy night with stars to light 

our way to the cradle of peace.  

Come with angels to sing us to a deep joy.  

Come to this moment and open our hearts so we may 

hear the familiar story new and fresh.  Surprise us 

and remind us that the child in the manger is 

Emmanuel — God with us, now and always. Amen. 

 

 *those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

GATHER AND PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING MUSIC  Homer Brass 

 

Carol of the Bells 

Jesu 

Coventry Carol 

 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE   From Heaven Above I Come to Earth   Manz           

CHIMES 

INTROIT  Homer Brass 

Once in Royal David's City 

 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD GATHER 
 

A HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 

  



LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

One: Tonight we relight the four Advent candles to recall 

our journey to Christmas.  We are a people of hope.  

Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming of 

our beloved Christ Child.  We light the Candle of 

Hope.  (candle lit) 

 
One: We are a people who seek peace.  We know that 

God has told us to turn our weapons of war into 

instruments of care and healing.  In the name of the 

Prince of Peace, we light the Candle of Peace.  

(candle lit) 

 

One: Joy to the world!  Our God brings us “good news.”  

We sing songs of praise and gladness.  Let us light 

the Candle of Joy.  (candle lit) 

 

One: We are a people who seek to be brought together by 

the love of Christ.  Acknowledging God’s gift of 

grace, we light the Candle of Love.  (candle lit) 

 

One: We also light the Christ Candle this night,.  The 

color of the candle is white, symbolizing the light of 

day and the light that Christ shines into the world 

and through each of us.  (candle lit) 

 

*HYMN #148 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels! 

 

  



Refrain:   

O come, let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! 

 
Refrain 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation! 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all Glory in the highest! 

 

Refrain 

 

*CHRISTMAS PRAYER   (let us pray together . . .)  

Gracious God, we thank you that You came to 

Bethlehem – then, as now, a very troubled town – 

bringing light to all who came to trust you.  You come 

to us now, into our lives and into our world, still 

bringing light to your people.  We ask you to accept this 

worship as we come again to the manger.  Help us to 

see the light that will shine for us, not just at Christmas 

but every day of the year.  Amen.   

 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS Luke 2:1-7 

 

HYMN # 150 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Hark the herald angels sing,  

 “Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  



 Join the triumph of the skies;  

With the angelic host proclaim, 

 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  

 Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, 

 Offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the God-head see; 

 Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  

 Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

 Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays his glory by, 

 Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, 

 born to give us second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (Children may come forward.)   
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Homer Brass 

For Unto Us A Child Is Born 

 

THE ANGELS APPEAR Luke 2:8-14 
 

  



HYMN # 155 Angels We Have Heard on High 

1. Angels we have heard on high,  

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?   

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song? 
 

Refrain 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see  

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
 

Refrain 

 

SHEPHERDS COME TO SEE  Luke 2:15-20 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Adult Choir 

 Cradle Carol by Larson and Johnson 
 

HYMN # 153 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, 

  That glorious song of old, 

 From angels bending near the earth,  

  To touch their harps of gold: 

 “Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

   From heaven’s all gracious King” 

 The world in solemn stillness lay,  

   To hear the angels sing. 

 



2. Still through the cloven skies they come, 

  With peaceful wings unfurled, 

 And still their heavenly music floats 

  O’er all the weary world: 

 Above its sad and lowly plains 

   They bend on hovering wing, 

 And ever o’er its Babel sounds 

   The blessed angels sing. 

 

INSTRUMENTALIST Oh Holy Night Adolphe Adam 

Joseph Ford, Saxophone 

 

A READING  On the Eve of Christmas  Arabic Carol 

Sabeel Liberation Theology Centre, Jerusalem 

 

Reader 1 Reader 2 
On the Eve of Christmas Hatred will vanish 

On the Eve of Christmas The Earth will flourish 

On the Eve of Christmas War will be gone 

On the Eve of Christmas Love will be born 

 

When we offer a glass of water to a thirsty person 

 It is Christmas 

When we clothe a naked person with a gown of love 

 It is Christmas 

When we wipe the tears from weeping eyes 

 It is Christmas 

When the spirit of revenge dies in me 

 It is Christmas 

When in my heart I no longer want to stay apart 

 It is Christmas 

When I am buried in the being of God 

 It is Christmas  
  



GOD'S PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

OFFERING 

    Invitation 

    Offertory  Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming        Brahms 

 

CHRISTMAS DOXOLGY Tune:  What Child Is This 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh; 

Come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

This, this is Christ the King. 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

  Prayer of Dedication (let us pray together . . . ) 

Loving God, thank you for all your gifts and for hands 

to serve, songs to sing, love to share and gifts to give. 

We give tonight because we believe in the way of peace 

that Christmas proclaims.  May your shalom reign here 

and spread through all those persons who are in need, 

we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

THE INCARNATION John 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Lord’s Prayer  (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil: for thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  



 

CHRISTMAS AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (in unison) 

 

We believe in God, Who created the universe in darkness 

and continually restores all things while we sleep.  

Darkness is a womb in which the secret work of God is 

done. 

 

We believe in Jesus the Christ, who was born in deep of 

night and became Light for the world.  Christ sheds light 

on the realm of justice and peace on Earth. 

 

We believe in the Spirit, whose energy is evident in all 

that lives and breathes.  Through the energy of the 

Spirit, re-creation is possible and love’s promises are 

fulfilled.   

 

THE LIGHT OF THE CHRIST  

INTO OUR HEARTS, OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 

All are invited to gather around the sanctuary to pass the 

light from person to person. Lighted candles should always 

be held upright; tip the unlighted candle toward the flame. 

Please assist all children with candles and extinguish all 

flames after singing Silent Night. 

 

*HYMN # 145 Silent Night, Holy Night 

1. Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

 Round yon virgin mother and child! 

  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

  



2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

  Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; 

 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

3. Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 

 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

  With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth: Jesus Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

4. Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 

 With the angels let us sing,  

Alleluia to our King; 

 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

*HYMN # 143 Joy to the World! 

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

  Let earth receive her King; 

 Let every heart prepare Him room, 

  And heaven and nature sing, 

 And heaven and nature sing, 

  And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

  And makes the nations prove 

 The glories of His righteousness, 

  And wonders of His love, 

 And wonders of His love, 

  And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

*BENEDICTION 

*CHIMES 

  POSTLUDE  On This Day Earth Shall Ring    Johnson 

  



N O T E S  A N D  N O T I C E S  
 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 

The Church office will be closed for the holidays, from December 26 

through January 2, returning January 3. If any emergencies arise, 

please contact Pastor Kathleen at (315) 380-0744. 

 

STEWARDSHIP  

Thanks to all who have submitted 2017 pledge cards. Pledges are still 

being accepted and available in the Russell Fellowship Room. To date 

$85,965 has been pledged:  $74,057 Operating, $11,908 Mission. 

 

Update from the Financial Secretary: In order to have deposits in by 

the end of the year, please have all 2016 donations in by the 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day collection during service, or 

received by mail no later than December 22.  The deadline is NOT 

December 30, as noted in the newsletter! 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The First Religious Society in the Town of Homer and the Homer 

Congregational Church will hold their Annual Meetings on Sunday, 

January 22, after Worship. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MISSION AND FELLOWSHIP 
The Homer Congregational Church will be hosting the Cortland 

County Council of Churches Epiphany Choir Festival on January 

8 at 3:00 pm. All are invited to join in the beauty of the sanctuary to 

hear our area choirs and their gifts of music. A free-will offering will 

be received and a reception to follow. 

 

Please join the Christian Education Ministry Committee on January 1 

after Worship for the annual "Striking of the Greens," taking down 

the Christmas decorations. 

 

TECH TEAM 
Tech Team Developing! If you are interested in learning more about 

the sound technology in our sanctuary and possibly helping with the 

sound on Sunday mornings, please get in touch with Joe Ford 

at fordjosephd@gmail.com.  Help us join the 21st century! 

 

mailto:fordjosephd@gmail.com


     

    Our Sanctuary has been decorated with    

   poinsettias, given in memory or in honor,  

  by  the following: 
 

 Nancy, Lindsay, and Greg Richards in memory of 

Fred Adams, father and grandfather 

 Kathy Alvord in memory of David Alvord 

 Ellen Paterson in memory of Gordon and Marguerite 

Root and Charles Waldrop 

 Gail VanPatten, Deb, Jim, and Matt Pelowski; 

Shannon and Andrew Kostak, and Tracy, Deb, Nicole, 

and Martt Wright in memory of William C. 

VanPatten, Mary Louise Smith, Daniel Terry  

 Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Johnson in memory of Steve 

and John Johnson, Stanley Johnson, and Barbara 

Purchas 

 Stanley B. Nilsson in memory of Beulah Nilsson 

 Anne Wingard in memory of Clark R. Wingard   

 Rachel Rood in memory of Richard Rood and Pearl 

Rood 

 Gwen Hayne in memory of loved ones   

 Ingrid Fox, Kristin and Steve Siegmund, Matthew 

Fox and Enrique Cramé in memory of Richard Fox, 

Colin Garrey, Mr. and Mrs Charles Goodcoin, and 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fox   

 Andrea Herzog and Heather O'Hara in memory of 

deceased members of the Howard Akers and Vincent 

Herzog families 

  



 

 

 

 

 Terre and Lee Dennis in memory of their parents, Clair 

and Elizabeth Dennis; Robert and LeeAnna Tripp 

 Doris Brohard in memory of loved ones    

 Gary, Paula, and Olivia Harrington in memory of Rev. 

Paul and Ruth Downing, Mary McMillen, Beverly Mary 

Jane Lathrop 

 The Pedersens in memory of Sheldon and Edna 

Baldwin, Sally Churchill, Rose Mary Cross, Lorie 

Scarpulla, Alyssa Churchill, Richard and Elizabet 

Pedersen; and in honor of Emery Pedersen 

 Steve and Bev Berry in memory of loved ones   

 Jean Cadwaller in memory of Dr. William P. Cadwaller  

 Carol Costell Corbin in honor of Anelia and Elizabeth 

 Virginia W. Knobel in memory of Robert T. Knobel   

 Dale Halstead and Sylvia Hammond in memory of 

Jennie Halstead and Fred Hammond   

 Les and Phyllis Wainman in memory of loved ones   

 Carl and Jane (Durkee) Edlund in memory of Mrs. 

Florence Durkee and Mrs. Nellie Edlund 

 Anne and Dave Barnes in memory of loved ones 

 

 
 

 

You may pick up your poinsettia after the postlude or leave it in 

place for a deacon to deliver to others. 

 
  



Welcome to Homer Congregational Church. 

 

We are glad that you have chosen to join us for worship on 

this special night. We invite you to join us in the weeks to 

come as we continue to worship the Christ. 

 

Sunday, December 25 

(tomorrow morning) 

10:30 AM – Worship 

Join us for a cozy service of carols, scripture, and 

storytelling.  Children (and adults) are invited to come in the 

pajamas and bring a favorite toy.   
 

Sunday, January 1  

10:30 AM – Worship 

A time to share Holy Communion, and welcome the New 

Year together. 
 

Thanks to all who contributed to the Advent and Christmas 

worship services, including members of the Choir; our 

music, youth and support staff: Jim Shultes, Joe Ford, 

Rachel Ditch, Gary Harrington, and Sheila Shea; 

contributors of poinsettias; children who led our Pageant; 

ushers, lectors, and worship assistants.  Sharing your gifts 

which enriched the season for all!  Pastor Kathleen 
 

Poinsettias:  You may pick up your poinsettia after the 

postlude or leave it in place for a deacon to deliver to others. 

 

A special thanks to members of the Homer Brass for 

providing special music tonight: Ralph and Caulder 

Dudgeon on trumpet; Terry Martens on french horn;  Jim 

D'Addario, Phil Ramsey and Ginger Dudgeon on trombone; 

and Cheri White on tuba. 
 

  



Church Staff and Music Ministry 

Rev. Dr. Kathleen Waters, Interim Minister 

Lisa Clark, Homer Nursery School Director 

Rachel Ditch, Director of Christian Education 

Joseph Ford, Director of Music 

James N. Shultes, Organist 

Jan Jeffers, Chapel Bells 

Gary Harrington, Sexton 

Sheila Shea, Church Administrator 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Mondays through Thursdays, 9am-Noon, closed Fridays. 
 

Pastor Kathleen's time in the office varies each week, but she is 

available to visit those with special needs or to meet for any other 

reason. Please feel free to contact her via email: pastor@homercc.org 

or via her cell phone: (315) 380-0744 
 

HCC website - homercc.com 

Follow Homer Congregational Church on Facebook! 

Monthly newsletters can be found at each entrance to the sanctuary  

and online at homercc.com/resources. 

Our digital calendar can be viewed at homercc.com/calendar. 

Contact the office to receive our mid-week email, Weekday Words. 
 

Welcome - We are glad that you have chosen to join us for worship 

this morning. If you would like additional information about HCC 

please speak to the pastor or worship leader and plan to join us for 

refreshments and community time after the service. 
 

Children - We believe children of all ages have a place in worship and 

in the life of the church. A children's bulletin and "Busy Bags" are 

available at the entrance to the sanctuary. Nursery care is available. 
 

Prayer request sheets are placed at each entrance. Prayers will be 

offered later in today's service. 
 

Accessibility - Individual listening headsets are available to provide 

hearing assistance to any in need. Contact one of the ushers for help. 
 

Miss a Sunday and want to review the bulletin? You can find weekly 

bulletins at our website: http://www.homercc.com/resources. Share  

with a friend. 


